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THE GROUNDS,

GREENLEAF'S POINT.

The Arsenal Grounds and Their His-
tory.

WHERE A FORT ONCE STOOD.

A Place That Witnessed Many Lively Beenes
During Two Wars—The Old FPenitentiary
and the Burial Place of J. Wilkes Booth—
The Presem: Garrisom of the Washington
Barracks.

RSENAL PARK, OR WARHINOTON BAR-
<X racks, as itisnow officially extled, although
one of the finest and most attractive of our city
paris, is but listle known to the average citizen.
It is practicaliy ne little known io the wajority
of Washingtonians aa though it was loeated ina
distant state. These beautiful mounds are on
Greenleaf’s point (the most southern point of
ke city). the entrance being at the foot of 43¢

strect southwest Teehnically, as stated, these |

grounds are now “Washington Barracks,” but
they are better known by the old name, arsenal
grounds, which will prebably always cling to
thom.

In reality the park is a sort of suburb itself,
shut out, in & measure, from the rest of the
city, with its approach guards«d by United
States soldiers.

It ocoupies the neek of iand formed by the
Potomas and Anacostia rivers and James Creek

eanal [n the most sultry summer weather re-
freshing broezes are wafzed over this peninsula
from the waters. A cool breczo is always stiz-

€OL. LIVINGSTON'S HMOUSE
ring here, and the fine, ornamental shade trees
that canepy the atiractive walks and drives
afford protection from the direct rays of the
sun.
There are eighty acres in the park and it
stauds some twelve feet above high water.

THE HISTORY OF THE GROUNDS.
The history of this spot is as long e that of

the city itself and is full of interest. It was |
sclected in 1308 as a site for an arsenal for the r

munnfactore and storage of military supplies.
Shops wore erceted in 197, when 1t became an
important depot of suppiics.

in 1812, immediateiv cpon the deelaration of
war sgainst Great Hritzin, strong batterive were
erecied on the sides approackable by water.
From this time the place was known Ly the
pame of Fort Washington. i

During the night of the 24th of Angust, 1514,
the fort was abandoned, after seiting fire to the
work ehops, &o. Next moruing it was occu-
pied by a detachment of 300 Fritish troo
many of whom were soun afterward killed
&2 aceidental explosion of powder. The wuri
shops were rebuilt the fellowing year 1a 1806
& large store house and officers’ guarters were
erccied
» In 1822-294 the garrison was withdrawn, the
ramparts removad aud permanent buildings,
exciusively for arsenal pu . erected on the
same ground, making, with those built in 1518,
& quadrangle.

IX THE CIVIL WAR.

During the ecivil war the arsena! was a busy
place, great quantities of ammunition being
manufactuired there. The buildings on the
exst side of the grounds were erected during
that period, and it was the depot of orduauce
suppiies for the old army of ike Potomae. A
:u-.ler explosion in 1564 blew np one of these

uildings, tweniy-one young girls being killed
by it. The ruins of the explosion are now visible
sor:th of the guard honse.

_The old Washington penitentiary stood a
littie morth of the guerd house until 1969, when
It was removed.

In 1331 the place was converted into barracks
for detachments of the United Stutes troops
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and named Washington barracks. Reveral
ecapinred canmon with interesting bistories,
mounted in the grounds, were rewmoved at the
same time.

THE GARRIZOY.

The garrison of the barracks usually com-
priscs balf & dozen batteries of light artillery.

The present garrison consists of batteries A,
C. E, B, K and L of the third artillery, Col.
La Khett L. Livingston commanding. One of
the batteries (C) is mounted. the others doing
duty on foot. There are 350 officers and men
ali told. They bhave ocecupied the place since
the mmmﬁ;d 1865, eoming Lere from St Au-

ne,

The other steff officors with the garrison are:
J. G. Ramsay, major: W. E. Birkbam, sdjutant;
C. W. liobbs, quurtermaster; J. C. Carsou, sur-

and W. B Lannister, nssistant surgeon.
m third artsllery was wgnumml by an set of
Congress March 11, 18d1, from the co ol ar-
tillery formed by act of Mareh 30, ?:;I from
the two regiments of artiicrists and engineers,
sathorized by sotb of March 3, 179%; the second
and third regiments of artillery, orgrnized by
act of January 11, 1812; the regiment of light
artillery orgunized by act of April 13, 1804,
snd thoe orinsnco « tmen

tillery by act of Mareh 2, 1581, sep-
arsted from artillery by sets of April 8, 1ssl,
and July 5, 1558,

‘The regimens has Lad a brilliant record since
it» organization, as the list of Lastles recorded
on its tagetafl will show. [is blood was spilled
fu many wars and iu many bard-fought buities.
the batteries the parrison the
records of C, E, K and L are particularly good.

served in the army of the Volomae during
LI- war, amd saw some hard fighting.
€ participated in the Lattles of Will-
h-buf Mﬂ:ll-. hmmn-q and Rob-
m. m
e on the flelds of

Run and Port
aal

F¥ic

Battery

Junction, Virginia,
Soulh Carclina, and Qlastsc,

Florida.
Battecy i foaght gailaaily as Malvern ﬂll

and Fredericksburg, Virginia, snd Gettys-
burg., Pennsylvania.

Battery L showed its walor on the bloody
fields of Gamiss' Mill, Malvern Hill, Antietam
| and Fredericksburg, Virginis.

A dozen or more of the enlisted men and
soveral of the officers are veterans of the late
war. most of them having served with this
regiment.

o third artillery ean boast of many dis-
tinguished uames on its proud roll. among
them being those of the two Shermans
(William ecumseh and Thomas Weat),
George H. Thomas, John F. Heynolda, Henry
J. Hunt, Ord, Burnside, Angus, rt Ander-
son, Macomb, Getty, De Rusay, Aﬂnlﬁﬂ
Gates, Dent, &c. Hardie, Braxton, Bragg
Winder of confederate fame, are also thers.

THR AUARD HOCSE

The Inte Col. Robert N. Scott, who organized
the rebellion records sffice, oncy beld a com-
mission in this regiment.

A STROLL THEOUGH THE GROUNDS

Kow, having learned ‘hase faets, let us move
through and inspecé ke grounde. Entering
the great gate at the foot of 4!¢ street
on the right s the Emt bospital with ijts
big Greek crosa. Ou the left, inside the gate,
are the goard quarters. A little farther on,
also on the left, two .ne-story brick baildings
are observed These are the maguzines where
the amwunition is kept. On the left beyond
here is the rifle target-practice range, 1,400

ards long. The waiers of the Potomac glisten
r‘n the right.

Over un the extreme eastern miargin of the
grounds, on the bauk of the old camal, were
once s couple of attractive fish ponds Lelong-
ing to the United States fish commission, but
they are now dried up and abandoned.

Reaching the fountain which plays in the
center of & pretty ellipse, we are on the thresh-
old of historie ground. The two buildings to
the rnight and left, respectively, are spared
wings of the old Washington enitentiary
which stood here until 1869, when the main
portion was torn down. The west wing is now
used as the residence of the commandant of the
post. Col. Liviugston, while the other is occu-
pied by Maj. Ramsay and his family, Dack of
| this latter building, over by James Creek canal.

was once the burying ground for penitentiary
| eonvicts, hut there is uo trace of it loft today
| Part of the foundation wall of the old peni-
| tentiary building can be ween to the southward
I of the guard house.

WHENE BOOTH WAS BUKIED.
1t will be remembered that the remains of
Beoth, the assassin of President Liuncoln. as
well as those of the other executed conspira-
tors were buried in one of the cells of the old
boilding. Tue body of Mirz, the Anderson-
ville prison keeper, was also buried here. They
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OFFICERS' QUARTERS.
were all removed, however, when the building

was torn down The scaffold upon whick the
conspirators were executed wstood on the
ground now oceupied by the the fountain
ellipse.

THE POST HEADQUARTERS.

As yon advance asiong the eastern welks the
bright light vellow new coats in whick she
buldings are now clothed have s pleasing
€ffect on the vision. The first building passed
is the gnara nouse, with it ~igilant sentinel
rncing up and down in front. Next comes the
arge, solid-looking headquarters building,
where Col. Livingston and Adjutant Birkham
have their oftices, and where the business of the
post 1s transacted. This is truly 4 busy spot.
A view of the clerical labor required at a post
like this would surpriec one not lawilisr with

'I'H_B MAIN ROAD.

campaign and garrison duties. The busiest
man, without qnestion, in the post is Sergt.
Maj. Frederick Semplo. The sergeant is a
model officer am?lh‘oﬂ':e is n model of method.
He has charge of the correspoudence, reports,

constitute the regimeunt, and the manner in
which the work is doue reflects great eraditon
his ability. The duties are congential to him,
and be will enlist for a fourth time in a few
days. He has been In the service nearly ifteen
years, but is yet a young man, being in Lis
thiriy-fiith year. He is the proud of

very fi«ftering testimenials from several of his
superior ificera,
€ sorgeant says that the personnel of the

returns and records of the twelve batteries that |

!nfmnnctnalpmﬁu.nd dercliction on his
part will cost him his nen-eommissioned war-
rant. The result of this training is that the

service is with tent non-eom-
Mm‘munﬁ.ﬂrw higher

' THR OYFICERS' QUARTERS.
The next building as you advance is occupied
as officers’ quarters
The light-green tinted cottagesin the rear
are ogeupied by the non-commissioned staff
and their families. The bakery is also located

The next building south is ocenpied as library
and reading room, school room, subsistence
and gnartermaster’s offices and store rooms.

The library is not what it eught to be, there
being but a smail collection of books, but many
of tga leading newspapers are found on tho
tables. In this room are some interesting
relics. On one of ithe window sills is nailed &

of the seaffold used for executing the

ncoln eonspirators—Mrs. Suorrats, Herold,
Adserott and Payne—and on the vell near the
door are four photographs illustrating the dif-
ferent stages in the exocution ceremonios, as fol-
lows: No. 1, arrival on seaffold; No. 4, reading
the death warrant; No. 8, adjusting the ropes;

E:. 4, sic ;oln shu';‘u. The e!!&l‘l"l.d are
neck execution took
B EE
2, n r, wWas
Soce. prison kevper,

THE BARRACES.

The two next large buildings to the south-
ward are used as barracks for the men, the
small buildings standing between them being
the quartermaster’s and oflicers’ carringe house
and stables. The large L in tho rear of the
north bnﬂdi? of this group is called Reecrea-
tion Hall, and here it is that the people living
in the barracks have their »musements. Here
they have their dances, parties, &e. The
Woman’s Christian TemperanceUnion occupy it
every Wednesday evenming. The floor is well
wazed and walls, &e., are beau-
tifully draped with old flags, guidons,
and pictures. The flags and guiwdons are mostly
regimental and baitery ones, used during the
Inte war, and they show si of hard °.
The Maltese cross of the old fifth corps of the
Army of the Potomae is numerously repre-
tented in the deeorations.

There is talk of turning the lower hall of this
wing into a billiard room for the use of the
men.

THE CAXTEEN.

The band and a partof the non-commissionsd
slafl ocoupy the next building, in the rear of
which is the red canteen, where nearly every-
thing the soldier needs in the way of eatables
and drinkables (except wine and distilled
#pirits) is sold. DBecr isa the only intox-
icating beverage allowed to be sold, and it is of
the best quality made. Nearlyevery officer and
soldier that you question on the subject will
tell you that the army canieen is a good thing;
that it is good for the soldier's pocket and mor-
als, na well as being in the interest of Letter
discipline nmong the men. It is said that there
is less drinking and drunkenness than under
the old method. Instead of wandering around
the streets, exposed to the many temptations
that beset young men, the boys remain ineamp
and drink their boer if they feel so disposed

The stable for battery horses is located a lit-
tle south of the canteen.

The buildings forming the gnadrangle in the
extreme south end of

THE CIRCLE
coatla are occupied by ofticers of the post. This

is the oldest partof the post and it was in
this point that the old fort originally stood.
THE QUADRANGLE,

Weather permitting, band concerts are given
in the quadrangle every Tuesduy, Thursday
and Satarday morning, between 10 and 11
o'clock, wnd agnin in the efterncon between 5
and 6 o'clock,

At the same hours these coneerts are given on
the greén plat in front of headquarters on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridoys. This plat is
also msed for foot drills, dréss parades ana
guard mounts.

Guard mount oceura at 9:15 each morning,
when bugle musie is a feature.

Dress parade is at sundown every evening.

There used to be a good wharf at the sonth-
west corner of the grounds, but {t was washed
away by the big flood of 188). The rnius are
still visible. During the bustle and excitemen®
of the war period this was an animated place.
‘Ihe large cccan steamers that could not find
deep enongh water wharfage up st the city
wiarves tied up here. The nineteenth army
corps, after being hurried from City Point in
July, 1864, disembark-d here, one division
double quickiug ont to Fort Stevens in aid of
the sixih colan, while the other division pushed
up through Georgetown to the vicinity of the
Clmin bridge. Gronoe SiMaoxs.

————
A LOADED MUFF,

An 01l Dealer’a Narrow Esea_o From & Dose
of Cold Stecl
From the Osl City Derrick.

A party of well-known oil men who have fol-
lowea the producing business from its infancy
and have worked in all its different branches,
fromdripping 0il to running several sets of
tools as contractors, were at the Union depot
waiting for the train on their way to the Mec-
Donald field Sunday, when the talk drifted to
old times and narrow escapes they had scen
and personal reminiscences. One of the party,
who bLad quietly listened to the talk, puffed
pervously ut his tuby and remarked:

*“Tulk about scares, bovs; did I ever tell you
of the scare | had in the seventies, when I was
running the tools in the Millerstown field?
You know the time that young fellow who
eame up from Butler and started a pop factory
in Millerstown, and after making ecollections
in Butler of over £300 was waylaid on the road,
shot through the head and his body found in
the woods, where it had been dragged by the
murderer, with the pocketa of the elothing
rifled and no clue to the thicf. It was a short
tuime after that—in the winter. There had
been » bheavy smow and the sleighing was
splendid, and I had 8 four-yesr-okl colt that
cost me £250 when it was a year old, and that
did not take dust from anything that traveled
in the middle oil ficld.

“The man 1 was drilling for was sick and
sent me word to come to Butler and he
would pay me for work done on his four
wells that month. Idrove over bright and
early and got a check for 11,100. 1met several
friends and being in no special hurry I drove
around wown unti! nearly time for the bank to
close, As 1 got the cash and turned [ saw a
men eyeing the money 20 greedily that an in-
voluntary shiver of fear passed over me. I for-
got the incident and monkeyed around in the
town until nearly 10 o'clock that night, when I
started for Lome.

“Hulf way home was a piece of dark woods in
which the body of the young &lOpmnker had
been found. As Ilocked ai the side of the
rond 1 shivered with apprehension in spite of
ke Datch courago I hadabsorbed that evening,
a8 I saw some one trudging along in the road
abead of we, but felt relioved when I maw it
was & woman. The woman stopped, and ina
hoarse voice explained that her ter, who
lived up the road, had been taken suddenl
sick, and she was on her way to visis her
asied for u lift.

“Glad to have company, I hel her into
the sieigh and offered to take her muff, but
she kept it in the other hand. Joliing overa
rough picee of road whe pulled one hund out
of the muff, and my heart grew cold with fear.
1 eanghit tho glitter of steel as the moon shoune
lace in the woods With

wonder ut to this day I
horse -“.‘3 with the whip and
it by the side the read. Explaiu-

% the woman that the horse not

be held by any one but mysel, I be her
tont and pick up my whip. care-
posited her m in the bottom of the
nd out. Assoon as she struck
shouted to the eolt, who, un-
and spirited, wont like a shot
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MUSINGS ON CHRISTMAS

The Different Experiences of Differ- e

ent People.

THE DAY AFTER CELEBRATING

A Dream of Boyhood—Children's Anticipa-
tions and Realizations—How the Day
Should Have Been Spent—A Father Who
Was Bored—The Rounder's Celebration.

66 OT ANY MONEY?"

The inquiry was put to the fatherof s
family by a writer for Tux Sran the day after
Christmas,

“Money!"” said pater familias, *“1 did not be-
lieve any man conld poasibly be as poor as I am
at this present moment. Money! By jove, I
haven't got the sixtesnth part of a battored
penny about me and my bank aceount, I begin
to feel certain, hae been overdrawn.”

Why didn't ho have any money? Oh, he had
been making a few Christmas presents, that
was all. They had not been very handsome
presents, he went on {o say, but they had been
numerous. He didn’t believe in discrimi-
nating among his children, so whatever ho gave
ene child he had to give all the other children
something equally good. This is as it shounld
be, of course. You ought not to have given
one #on a bicycle and the other a toy watch.
If by chance you have six sous and you gave
one a bicycle, just go off and buy five more
bicycles and give them to your other boys for
Now Yenr presents. There is no objection to
New Year gifts. In former times they were
quite common, and if l:“ feel that you have
not done your &nty on Christmas day you have
& good chance to retrieve yeur re{uhlion by
coming up to the mark on January

“Giet any presents yesterdayy”

How many of Tur Brax's readers have had
the question put to them? And how delight-
fulitis to smile serencly and say *‘afew.”
That means that you got a good many and that
they were -ti.nfmto?h. If you didn't get any,
or if the one or two that you did get were mere
perfunctory presents you are apt to remark
about this, time that Christmas is s bore and
ought to be doneaway with as a useless custom.

A DREAM OF EDYHOGD,

One man was encountered Christmas day who
bad a peculiar experience to relate, and vet it
is not so peculiar but that there are doubiless
others whose experience has been similar. IHe
said he had made merry Christmas eve and had
seen Christmas come at 12 o'clock and had
ghaken hands all around and bad then gone to
bed. Hp bad slept well, for his conscience was
tolerably clear and the temperature of his
room was as he likes to have it—rather cold
than wurm. Towurd morning he had begun
to dream and Le dreamt he was a boy i
He was in the big nursery where he used to
sleep with his brother, and over in another

rt of the room was snother bed where the

wo other brothers slept. He dreamt he was
lying there asleep and that one of his brothers
came over and jumped on the bed and shook
him and told him in a whisper that it must be
nearly day. “Let's light the gus and look in
the stockings,” he said.

**No, no; it isu’t time yet. There's nothing
in 'em now.”

Then the brother orept down to the foot of
the bed, where the stockings bungin arow, and

he felt them.
*“Bully, bully,” he eried. “They're full and
hard as roe Come, come; let's have a light.”

And then they lit the gas und woke up the
others and all four brothers crowded on one
bed in the dim light of one gas jet, and there
was & littie uncertain streak of “daylight com-
ing shrough the shutters as the?r began to
empty those wonderful stockings of their eon-
tents. Bubdued cries of delight arose, and
even at the risk of waking up father and mother
in the room below there waus & shout of laughter
when one boy, finding, as he thought, a fine
chunk of chocolate in tho toe of Lis stocking
bit it, only to discover that it was a piece of
coal, for futher and mother had seen fit to play
a practical joke.

Then, this man's dream went on, he and his
brothers had mat ther= examining an: re-
examining their gifts until thoy began to use
the toys, and one irrepressiile youngster,
throwing open the shutters and finding it was
broad daylight, Llew a tremendous blast with
Lis Christmas horn and another began to pound
the beadboard with & stick and Christmas
morning was ushered in with the noisiest kind
of reveiliv. The noise was not altogether o
dream, for it arcse from the pounding of a
servant on the door to wake the dresmes up
and tell him it was time to dress for breakfas:.
It was all w dreams.  Ho was in his solitary
room.  There was no stocking full of presents
at the foot of the bed. There were no brothes:
near him. But he didn’t get up right away.
He lay thern thinking of his freum—currted
back & score of yeare, wondering if he had
really been as hulpp_v then us he now thought
he certainly would be if be could live i all over
again. He wos glad he bal shuken hands with
everybody the nightbefere. He went to break-
fast und shook hands with everybody again and
be went down the street later in the day in the
game spirit.

ON CHRISTMAY MORNINU.

What did you do.on Christmss day, my dear
sir? Did you coms down to broakfast as cross
as a bear and grunt outan ill-naturea “good
morning?"' Did you grumbls about the coffee
and make ill-natured remarks because there
was no maple sirup for your buckwheat eakes?
Did you, us soon as possible, escape from do-
mestic thraldom and hie you down town, there
to partake of the insidious beverages, which
are the pn;?er thing for this time of year?
Now, if you did all this you did wroug and you
know it. Here is what you should have done:

First. You should have come down to break-
fast on time. Thero are difliculties in the way
here, it is true, for, pejgdventure, Christmus
eve may have been too much for you and you
may wish to sleep off she effecta. ~ Perhaps, if
your wife or the other ladies that constitute
your family are lenient, they will forgive you
if yon are & triile late in getting up.

Becond. After coming down stairs you should
have pronounced the words, "“Merry Christmas,”
in a loud and distinct tone of voice to each and
every one.

Third. You should have presented, with ap-
propriate remarks, the gifis you bore in your
arms.

Fourth. You should have, as you opaned the
presents which you found on your plate, de-
clared that they werv exactly the things yon
had been wishing for most. No mutter what
they are, always look surprised and pleased and
say: “Why, Ideclare,” that is what I have been
wanting for ever so long!"

Fifth. You should huve over-eatem yourself
at dinner. That is a custom that is not always
obuerved, but the day is more successful when
it is followed by indigestion.

AND THE DAY AFTER.

“How are you feeling the day after Christ
mas?” The question was asked of g citizen
who looked rosy enough about tho giils, but a
littlo tired withal

“I'm glad its over,” he said. “It was a great
day, I know, but 1t wore me out 'The children
enjoyed it, and I enjoyed sceing them have s
foud' tune, but, I repeat, it was ruthor wearing.

n the fivst place it was stil] pitch dark when
ihe whole kooﬁ- of them camce down from the
nursery to wish us merry Christmus and show
us the beautiful things Santa Claus had brought
them. My wife kept up the dolusion well, for
of courso she had 1 up half the night sinff-

ing the presents in the stockings. 'I'he stock-
0o bardly hold the gifls, and my
cldest boy, who is of a ghrewd turn of

mind that does him great credit bad hung

r of long trouscrs with the legs tled at

ttom, so that Santa Claus might have plenty
of room. It is needless to say Le got no more
than if he had adhered to the ancient custom
of stockings. Then the day wore on slowly.
All our relations came to see us and brought
all their children. There were, inco

“the

uence,
several hostile engagements between the differ-
enl encampmenis of cousing. We had a hard

time to preserve the peace. Toward the even-
ing the children got cross, and I am ashamed to
sny that whilo the day opened plessantly
enougk for them they went to bed crying.”
ARE THE OHILDREXN'S ANTICIPATIONS REALISED?

Here wae a typical case. The truth is that
the children look forward so much to Christ-
mas and expeet such absolu

fect happi-
ness on tb-tdaythuh-yu‘:”a“'hba

E:nud. and they behave y. Doub
there are momcnis, when they are gath-
ered uround the Christmas tree, for ins

or when they receive some present whieh

have long been wishing for, when re
oy e 7 g Lok far. ite theg e -
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miserable specimen of humanity, with care-
worn e husky voice and a general listless-
ness o!!n“'mee. He snid he had enjoyed
himself, but as & matter of fact gentlemen of
his class don't known what enjoyment is, for
he belongs to the noble order of *rounders.

Let ussee how the rounder spemt Christmas

day.

ﬁo went on a “toot” or “bat” Thursday
evening, and gota ‘‘jag on” early. Later on,
being “‘fuller than a tic"—hneavens! what a

ntity of tochnical terms are roquired
ibe the ‘“‘rounder's’” doings—ho sta

ous to “paint the town.” This artistic effort
;until:’bd lsbumunol:tn' the gr hlﬂu with &tb—
anity, and a man meeting him wasg
to “run him in,” but he mmzodtobo u.l:t'
Later he took more * e’ and presentiy he
was “snowsd under.” Then a ‘might liner™
was hailed and he was taken home and put to
bed. Cbristmas morning he woke up with “a
bend on him," and ed to cure it by 8
"8‘.’ and B." He met ;-unlmbmthu “0. 8.'s"
and proceeded to *whoop things up" again.
Hl“]:lgludn before him and nothing else to
do, he “'got full” at his leisure, got *‘fuller,”
was soon as “full as a boiled owl,” “snowed
under'"” again, resuscitated toward nightfall,
dined with “friends," repeated the experience
of the night before. All the time he was
full of jovial remarks to the effect that
**Christmuas comes but once a year,” “What's
the odds so long as you're happy?” “0' whata
difference in tho monunr*" &¢., &ec. There
certuinly is o very grest difference inthe morn-
ing. The "ruu&nr." however, is fortunate in
having friends who take care of him when ho is
“‘batting.” Lhere is, strange to say, & sort of
lmmmnri among drunkards that prompts
them to look out for one mnoiher. They do
unto ?hthona;l they 'ou':ha Oﬂill'l s{a:nld do
unto them. DBeing weak, now they ma
fall at any momcl:‘t and cﬂm,qm!ntly u{ m.l!-

*| ing to render ussistunce, in the hope of being

subsequently linble to need it.
nobody passed & more miserable Christmas
than the *‘rounder,” for while there may have
been a temporary eshilaration the resation
exhibited itself in light of absolute despair.

————— .
FAVORS FOR LITTLE DINNERS

Rivalry in the Glving of Them—Some Points
on Arisiocracy in New Yurk,
¢érIVHE FASHION OF GIVING COSTLY
favors at dinners and on other such occa-~
sionsis passing,"” said a New York caterer who has
newly established himself in Washington. *Of
eourse all such fanciesspread from the metropo-
lis. Tomeet thedemand there our trade has been
obliged for the last two years to keep in stock
all sorts of expensive knick knacks. For ex-
ample, we have supplied each of the guesta at
a swell repast with mandolins and violing in
miniature at €10 each. On other oceasions
each one of the ladies present would have a
feather fan with an oval mirror in the middle,
valued at $8. Embroidered sachots at 15 a
piece, and imported hand mirrors framed in
ivory and silver, for the men and women re-
epectively, were thought particularly appro-

priate.

“I have known opera hats in pink, blue and
yellow silk to be nsed as favors for tho gentle-
men at a dinner, the ladies receiving riding
hats in light materials, They cost §8 each. On
a particularly festive occasion st the house of
eome very rich people bhand-painted bon-
bonnieres of china and crystal were given to
the women, while the men had cigar cases of
like materials. The china was real Sevres and
the articles were worth $30 each. Gentlemen
someiimes got beautiful cigar cases as favors,
while gilded hay rakes, adorned with ribbons

and bells, are much cheaper, costing only gi
euch.

The fact is that

FROM THE JEWELERS,

‘Inexpensive trifles may do well enough for
poor people, but such small gifts would be apt
to condemn a New York hostcss as stingy, if
she offered them at a dinner at her house,
Mrs. Astor or any one o the Vanderbilt ladies
would never think of depending upon their ca-
terer for their favors. ‘Lhey go to the big jew-
elers for the purpose and buy rings, scarf pins,
gold brooches and even dismonds. Of course,
people who are ordinarily wealthy cannot
afford such an expenditure and they are com-
pelled either to go beyond their means or to
content themselves with being ‘out of it.” This
stute of affairs engenders & pleasant sort of ri-
valry which afords & suggestion of the causes
which bring sbout large business failures.
Certaia ignorant persons, doubtless ipspired
by jealousy, huve gone so far as to assert that
display of such o kindis vulga:; butit goes
withou! saying that the Astors and the Van-
derbilts could never be vulgar.

*Speaking of aristocrats, there are some very
interesting ones among the Four Hundred in
York. A ludy, who was one of my moss profit-
able cnstomers, came to my place of business
near the Fifth Avenue Hotel & whiie agoina
great hurry, Bhe said that she wanted an eiab-
orate dinuer for twelve persons served an hour
later. Said I:

* ‘Madsm, it is impossible.”

“*Her reply was:

“+0h, blankety-blankety-blank it! If vou
don’t bave that blankety-blank dinner on time
an hour from now, blank you, I will withdraw
my custom from your ty-blank estab-
lishment. Bo now!

**I'hat is not the usual language of fashion 1n
New York city, but we caterers are obliged to
put up with it occasionally when a customer is
displeased or impatient.”

—_—
The Man Who Dropped.
From the Detroit Free Presa,

He was about to make his way around to
the gide gato of a house on Montcalm street
when & woman opened the front door and
culled:

*This way, please; come right in the front
door."”

He came back, looked at her and cautiously
began ascending tho steps as he said:

**Madam, it is through no fault of mine that
I bave been brought to this—"

*Oh, certainly not—walk right in!" she in-
terrupted; ‘‘you wish to sce the lady of the
house?"”

R i v Wi

“We am the pe on
the hall tree, please.”

“Madam," Le said as he h his old cap on
.plz,"l*ll”ﬂlﬂlhﬂnlt back door to
see if yon—'

“Isee. Walk into the parlor and sit down a
moment, You are in search of work—wood to
saw, coal t‘? bring in, &ec.7”

“Yl‘.ﬂl’m-
“Poor man! How hard it must be to go
about looking for work! You haven't eaten
suything today?”

“No'm, I got up at daylight this morning and
b.g“n_—'-"“

“1see. Bit over there by the window where
you oan look at the family album while I get
you a dinner. How do you like your chicken
stowed or fried?"

“F-f-fried!” stammered the astonished

tramp.

“Certainly; won's take me over half an hour.
Do you like your mince pis hot or cold, and do
you prefer strong coffee:"’

He sat rubbing one old shoe over the other,
too astonished to reply, and she continued:

“lamso glad ‘yon happened to call here.
If you don't object to dark clothes I can fit you
out with a suit almost new. Can you eat bread
;iia?nif??'u dinner or shall I make some hot

His feet were now too to rub, and
he eat with his mouth gt

“How dreadful
[ n dead—no

out of nud{ employment! hile you are
bank,

eating I'll te ne my husband to get

place in the You wans some

easy and pays well, of courss? I'm sorry I'm

out of currant jelly, but perbaps strawberry
would do‘rwp'

—""he

you

It's liable

Do ! i &
on _brow,

how and olhol?“

He got up, skulked out into the hall sideways,

up

%"hﬂw.ngw‘ mdﬁ

THE OORAL REEFS,
How They Are Bullt Up OF the Coast of
Florida.

—

CURIODS SPECIES OF TRERS AND PLANTA OX

Special Correspondence of The Evening Star.
Kxy West, Fra., Dec. 30, 1801

The captains of some fishing and turtling
vessels, who have beem cruising among the
Florida reefs, announce that islands which
fow years since were mere heaps of rock are
now ocovered with vegetation and that mew
species of trees are taking root on keys where
they were unknown five years ago.

These islands are, it seems, following the old
process of continent building and are gradu-
ally increasing in sise and drawing closer to-
gether, except in spots where currents are
swift and tideways powerful. Their seil eon-
sists of lime and sedimentary rocks cov-
ered with a light vegetable mold produced by
decaying vegetation and their subsoil being
hard and permeated with brackish water.
There is not much opportunity for the de-
velopment of & varied and vigorous flora.

The total number of botanical species feund
on all the keys extending from Dry Tortngas
to Biscayne bay does mot exoeed 280, or about
& fourth of the number found in other regions
of equal cxtent, but the proportion of shrubs
and trees is uumnuly rge, being about a
third of the whole, while the ratio of woody to
herbaceous plants in other portions of the state
is only oue to seven. This makes the botany
of the islands interesting, particularly as the
prevailing species belong . to the tropical and
subtropieal families found in the Bahamas and
other islands of the West Indies.

THE KIND OF TREES. \

The towering troes that thrive on the main-
land sre strangers to the roef, their places
being taken by the satinwood, mastic, crab-
w buttonwood, cedar, bay, wild fig, myrtle,
chinchonn and their kindred, and these often
form denwe thickets al the coasts which are
impassable to even a bird. Vines and creepers
are very abundant and frequontly bind the
shrubs so closely together t even a snrke
cannot crawl through them in some parts,
The parasites are tough, flexible and woodr,
and so strong and long that one requires an
ax or machete to cnt through them. Some
trees have the habit of sending out many lateral
branches, evidently to sccure us much elbow
room, air and light ns possible, and as these
soon become one mass of tangled vines and
weeds a faint idea of the difficulty of traversing
the woods may be obtained. I have essayed 10
force my way through places where the wild
sapodilla, buttonwood, mastic and other trees
5‘!‘0' and have always failed, owing to the

ensity of the thickets and the abundance of
ereepers.

A very striking peculiarity of several of the
:Eeeiel indigenous to tho reefs is that they are

rubs in the open ground where they have
room to grow, but towering vines where they
are crowded and environed by tll trees. One
group of islands among the reefs differs radi-
cally from all the others both in physical and
botanical features. This up 1s about 150
miles in length and lies at mmt right angles
to the other keys, Its general trend is from
northweat to southeast and its outlines are va-
ried and broken. The most abundant trees on
the group ure the Cuban pine and the silvery
thrinax, and wax myrtie and dwarf palmetto
are not uncommeon.

These and three herbaceous plants are the
only specimens that ere indigenous alike to the
reels and northern Florida; so that the person
who is familiar with the trees of the mainland
will meet few arboreal scquaintances on the
coral islands of the south, although he may
hear species baving noe relationship ealled by
old familiar names, botanical lore not being a
specialty of the Bahamians, who form the
larger portion of the inhabitants of the reefs,

Two species of plants on the reefs have
secured a reputation that is sure to commend
them to the notice of travelers. One is the
manchincel or Florida npas, whose juices are
poisonous and raise a severe blister on any part
of the body they may touch, and the other 1s o
chaparral, which has such a fetid odor that an
extract of the berrics will disperse an audiencs
from a ball room or theater in & few moments.
Some wags chew these berries and then spit on
the floor of a room which they wish to sce
cleared of its occugnuu. and generally succeed
in their parpose, the smell being overpowering.
Key West has a munieipal law against the use
of these berries, and #8 1t is strictly enforced
travelers rarely hear of the peculiaxr virtuea of
th; chuparral, : s

‘he rhus metopinm, or on wood,
credited with mu.l:ay bad qpuﬂi.tiu. but, like the
manchincel, 1t is not so fatal as its reputation
would lead one to expect.

THE CONCHWAND THEIR MODE OF LIFE.

The Babamians who live on the reefs are gen-
erally knownas Conchs to the native Floridians
and Cubans. They are mainly engaged in rais-
ing pineapples, bananas, mangoes, sapodilloes
and other tropical fruit, which they sell at Key
West and ports on the mainland. When they
are not cultivating the trecs they e in
fishing, sponging, turthng, *“‘coraling” or in
gathering ees shells for northern markess.

The lives they lead are both arduous and
wesrisome, and are unrelieved by even the
small social gatherings that make farm life on

the mainland bearable. The only compensa-
tion they have is the del:ightful climate, which
enables them to work throughout the year, but
as an offset to that they are harassed for eight
months in the twelve bf swarms of mosquitoes,
sand flies, deer flies and other winged plagues
that make outdoor labor an earthly purgatory.

The people are compelled to use braziers
filled with palmetto chips or rags on their
tables while eating to keep the mosquitoes
away, and are often forced to close their doors
at night and sit In dsrkness to prevent the
winged vocalists from finding them. This re-
mark refers chiefly to the summer and autumn,
insects being quite scarce during the winter

One island called Bamboo Key is said to be
:ﬁ.rm from inuc‘;l at all seasons of the ;:-r

t sponging and fishing vessels run to it to
unid.':.h:‘nthcku of mosquitoes and to enable
the crews to get some sleep. The winged
plagues are said to have been banished from
this region by & half brother of Bt Patrick,
who was known as 8t. Bamboo thro baving
preached formany yearsin China. He stop
at this island, it seems, while circnmnavigs
the globe and was s0 much annoyed by mos-

uitoes and their congeners that he ban-
ahed them from the region forever and a day.

The sailors who work along the reefs often
bless him for his good deeds and wish he would
return and try the same experiment on all the
other keys.

The work of the "“’“T rclhmn. turtle
hunters and fishermen is fairly well known to
many readers, but I doubs if anyocutside the
Keys know much sabout the
*‘coralers,” whose business is to supply traders
with those beautiful specimens of white coral
seen in drug stores and the offices of
merchants.

EARD WORK OF THE CORALERS.
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FLANTING EAINBOW TROUT.

Beantifal and Gamesome Flahes From Call-
fornia for North Carolina Waters.
E RAINBOW TROUT OF THE PACIFIC
coast, so celebratod for its beauty of color-
ing, size and game qualities, has begn success-
fully introduced in the wesiern part of North
Carolina. Four years ago 100 fingerlings of
this species were procured from the United
States flsh commission by Mr. Henry Stowart
and placed in & breoding pond adjoining the
Cullasagee river. This romantic stream runs
for several miles through Iighlands Park, the
property of Mr. Stewart, in Lincoln county.
Its troubled floods bave always abounded, like
every otber good-sized stream in thati section,
with the common speckled trout, nnd on that
t it was anticipated that these now-
comers would do well.

The rainbow trout, otherwise ealled the Cali-
forzia or Pacific brook trout, is found in neatly
all the waters of the Pacific slope, though more
particularly in California. Itis a beautiful
fish, its silvery sides adorned with frrideseent
tints. In California it attains & weight of
seven pounds. However, it is said thut speci-
mens weighing thirty pounds bhave been taken
from Lake Tahoe. Tuey are caught with fly
or spooun bait aud will ight every inch of the
way, from the time they are hooked to the mo-
ment of their deposit in the basket.

The waters of the Cullasngee—Cherokee for
“Bweot Water'—are of an fey temporature and
A8 trnnfparent as crystal ?lha sircnmm winds
among towering mountains and through lovely
valleys in the J:iﬂurenqnu “Laad of the Sky,”
every now and then madly rashing with foam-
flecked torrents through narrow, rook-contined
banks, to burst forit presently and loap some
frightful gorge. The sides of the stream sre
fringed with beautiful rhododendrons and
azaleas in the grestest profusion, while the
nodding boughs of white pine and hemlock are
mirrored below, Boulders from the eize of a
wuter bucket to that of w bouse strew its
course. To follow such a rugged sud im-
petucus river with reel and liue is no child e
play, but the lover of the gentle art and the ad-
mirer of nature in her graundest aspocts are

ko rewarded for the toil it costs them.

Such ure the waters in which the luvely and
Eamuumu ralubow trout bhas found au vastern

ome. Bpeaking of the fate of Lis fingerlings
Mr. Stewart writes:

_“The vext summer these fish Lad inereased in
Eize 10 ten inches aud two of them were tuken
in the pond. A few had gome over the dam
into the river snd one was taken four miles
down the stream. Two years ugo I was as
tounded to find these fish” bhad grown to a size
of twenty-two inches and a weight of three
pounds. They had also gone down the stream
for ten miles, and one of this size and weisht
was taken in my lower pond five miles down
the stream andonc in the pond where they
were firal planted. The past season a large
number were taken from one to three pounds
in weight, bus the river was fall of small tish.
Evidently there urv some big ones the size of
which no one has as vet asceriained, becnnsg
no tackle used has been uble to hoid them.
However, I should judge tiere are some of
these fish in the stream quite seven poands in
weight or even more und will mcasure over two
feet in length. On wcconut of the swiltness of
the stream, its rocky banks and its narrow and
crooked bed it is difficult to hold such a large
fish with fine tackle und a slender rod.  Conses
quently every one hiooked has got away. They
Fise to the fly wore freely than the common
trout and beat them out as fighters. They are
as lively as a salmon and give e angler all he
can do to secure them. For the twbie they are
ad good as the speckled trout, and their red
flesh is fat and firm and fincls davored. Three

rears ago 1 saw them mating ou the wpawning

ds with the speckled trout, sud last year
some evidently cross-bred fish were eanght and
1 am watehing closely for & specien 1o fully
determine this."”
SIS E——
A FORTUNE ON ONE THROW.

Probably the Stiffest Game of Dice Ever
Piayed in the 0il Reglous.
From the Cincinnsti Enquirer.

A difference of but two in the upturned dice
dots, but each dot represented £32,000 and the
winner was made that mueh richer by his sis-
gle throw. The detsils of this occurrence. re-
called in sojourning contemplation of the fast
departing traces of other days in the town
where it occurred, may be of interest.

From the time of its first importance as an
oil town Petroleum Center in Pennsylvania was
known as & famous place for gambiing. There
was, however, no particular place in which this
gambiing was carried on. Am engine house,
saloon, office or private room—any place served
the purpose—and a rickety table, s greasy
writing desk or a board laid across the head of
an oil barrel answered as well as the equip-
menta of a gambling palace.

In 1868-69 thej vicimity of Petroleum Center
was the richest in the oil region and one of the
richest in the world. The lands all about the
town were making their owners rich. Among
these pieces of property was the Woods furm,
lying upon the hill 1o the west of the place. Ita
big production ut that time was selliug st from
g3 1o €5 a barrel. Bamuel A. Woods was the
owner of thisrich depositof vil. and his royalty
from 1t yielded him a prineely income. He was
then about 35 years of age, und was as full of
fun as he was of business. e dressed well
wearing daily dinmonds worth from 35,000 to
$8,000, ived high, and was foremost in all the
enterprises in oil developments. In 1888 he
built the largest and first complete 1ron tank —
40,000 barrels—then along Oil ereek, and into
it his farm poured 1ts liguid wealth. Woods had
& notea fouduese for throwing dice, and was
usually lucky. He was ready at any time to
throw for stakes ranging from 250 te $100 or
#1,000. It was seldom he would throw for less
than the first numed sum,

One night in the winte- of 1563-69 he was
spending the evening with & party of friends
in the Bochester House nt Petroleum Center.
Among the party was Col. Brady, another rich
producer and a man who had earned Lis titie
on the battiefields of the rebellivn.

In the course of the evening Woods said:

**Coloncl, I'll toss the dice with you for 350"

“‘All right,"” waa the colonel’'s prompt rep?'.

The first throw Brady won, cnutiuu&g to do
s0 until he had won of Wood's money.
This trifie just wetted their appetites, and the
chance contest then begun in earnest.

The amount of the stakes was increased from
time to time and Woods' losses rapidly crept
into the thousands. Luck was against him,
but as he was perfectly sober and the friends

resent knew that he would regard as little less
uju u}.lnll;na‘ny :'n.ggda:;.i;lm thI:lt. it was time to
t, fee abun ¥y u to an
amount he lost, all they bed $o do was to watch
the two men with increasing interest.

To pasa cn from the Em to the result,
when one of the moruing hours was ushered in,
Woods had lost 32,000 and Brady held his
check for that sum. At this juncture Woods
said to fhe colonel: “Now, I am willing to
double the amount and let each of us take but
one throw and the highest take the stakes. You
already have my check for the §32,000. It 1
lose I will write son another for the full smount
here tonight, and it will be cashed at the bank
tomorrow.”

“All right," s2id Col. Brady, “I accept.”

The ‘nterest of tho bystanders was now
worked up to the highest notch, the dice were

nced and Woods had

turned up to be counted. Woods,
saved a good-sized fortune on the throw, for
had he lost thats &64,000 would have been
with as much mpiness as though ii had
8 of & timate business

‘'oods then proposed that they start in anew
with €10 as amount of she
colonel

._-_I -

ARTISTIC FURNISHINGS.

New Designs for Making the Home Com-
fortable and Attractive,
From the Upholsterer.

I thore is any home that is thoreughly un-
homelike it is the place that has been put inte the
hands of some u decorator and
furnished upon the hard, stern lines lnid down
by some correct epoch of design. It is all well
enough to have a home furnished correotly,
but a house necds the stamp of personality to
make it all and wholly & home, for the ooen-
pant is beroft of & large share of plessure if
Ler establishment is robbed of oll reminisconce
and sentimeut  The gebrich-quick people,
who suddenly realize ‘hat their surroundings
are inaristic, are never satisfled with what
decorator wonld call “correct furn -
Decorators, like shoemakers, endeavor to
Bt their patrons, and they will, if
you ask them, slways find plaoes to
ate the thines that are surcharged and satn-
reted with the bomeiy saggesiions of a
nrable past Johnny's first valentine, ‘s
diploma and the card mottoos ‘mother made.™

You can't reconcile macrame lambepguins so
the Jacobean room, bat sueh things have &
pressure on the heart throbs and happily
placed will prove lasting factors d

ment ifnet n the carichment of a bome.
Don't offend good taste by forcing thess
“relice” into inappropricte places. Put them
in the “hiving rooms’” madame's boudelr and

the old gentiomuan’'s den.

Here is a hall seat whick is severe, but ““fetoh.
ing.” 1t is made of durk osk and vory prim if
not furnishoed by » cushion. Get, however, &
bright orange-colored corner cushion, and it
Presents an inviling spot in the hall; it is the
satest fad in ball furnishings.

It is becoming more snd more the fashion to
hiang lace eurtains straight so as to show their
full design.

OVER DOORS AND WINDOWS.

For some tima past the public have boen
looking for an adjustable grille with shelf at-
tachiment upon which to place bric-g-brae, the
whole to be arranged over windows or deor-
ways to relieve this portion of & room, which
is nsually dependont upou « curtain palo.  The
great trouble haw always beeu that they had
10 be made to ordor, as windows and doors
vary in width. Now, however, a device is
made narrow enough 1o go into the uarrowest
doorway. Itisin two sections, running upon
asliding top bar Dy drawing these pioces
apart they can be eatended to the width of the
duor, and the open pluce left in the center of
them is furnisbod witk a short drapery.

THE FRONT DOGN VANKL.

A new form of draping the glass panel in the
front door is a devistion from the simple mus-
lin sash enrtains. We will presume thet the
ginse panel is fifteen inches wide. Down the
center for m space of about six inches wide ls &
#ilk network 1o e mesh as big as & quarter of
a dollar. On each wide of this lsa of
¢ilk drapery four or five inches wide. This
scheme is varied by arranging the petwork im
other forms—in eross stripes or dingonals.

ARTISTIC FURNISHINGS FROM FRANCE

It's a singular fact that the foot stools madeg
in this country sre all of & common kind.
Everything in this line that is beautiful and

tabouret, and the name indicates the daintl
ucas of the thing much better than plain “foot
#tool.” Some of the tabourets that eome from
I'aris are elaborate affairs and cgst as E ]
€25 apiece. They ure extensively u
aud serve also as " work boxes.
IMITATIONS OF GOOD THINGA

We hoar a great deal mowadays sbout the
imitations and folks sneer & thing that's & copy,
but a good copy of a good thing is preferable
10 the best and most original efforts of medioe-

ritv. Bome of the old castles in nre
veriiable art musenms of housefurn
Until recent yenrs they bave been gnarded with

jealous eve, but now their doorways have been
thrown open, and hence we find some of the
most marvelous pieces of eabinet work repre=

duced in American shope.
Fountainbleau contain, it is

Among the visitors at the South Side publia
schools last Friday was a retired farmer uncle
of one of the pupils. Observing that her guesy
sappeared much interested in the children, the
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[ potatoss going %o market!™ Ounlya
few hands went up, for Chioago schoel chil-
dren are mot so favored in that line as theip
town cousins. “Well," continued the

one who sees a load of potatoss m

will notice “*2*“

on The little ones are at bottom.
ﬁ.:iha! that the load w.
Y e
{riends, may load
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